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(54) STILL VIDEO CAMERA 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To provide a still video system that can select a desired TV signal 
system and a desired picture quality level by means of a single camera by using 
an optional image pickup unit and then freely attaching/detaching this pickup 
unit to/from a common camera main body. 

CONSTITUTION: A control means 14 of a camera main body 3 reads the 
characteristic information out of a characteristic storing circuit 11 of an image 
pickup unit 2 and grasps the type and the number of pixels of a solid state image 
pickup element 5 of the unit 2, the capacity, etc., of a frame memory buffer 8 of 
the unit 2, and the characteristic of an optical system. These grasped 
information are used as the basic information in a photographing state, for 
example, for segmentation of data out of the buffer 8 and processing of these 
data, for data compression processing required for improvement of the recording 
density of an external memory 18, and for lens error correction processing. 
Therefore it is just required to add the unit 2 later when the change of using 
purpose is desired. Thus various variations can be enjoyed at low cost by a still 
video camera. 
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